
• The fires started quite a distance away from the largest trees and spread over a perio
of weeks. This could have allowed ample time to perform fire mitigation around selecte

giant trees. 

• One of the giant trees, ‘The Arve Giant’, was a very prominent tourist drawcard that had
well designed visitor infrastructure that allowed people of all ages and abilities to view a

giant tree up close. 

• Fire intensity where some giant trees died was comparatively very low. The giant tree
died because fire got into its hollowed base, whereas the surrounding vegetation was

relatively unscathed.

OPEN LETTER: 
TASMANIA’S LAST GIANT TREES URGENTLY NEED OUR HELP 

IF THEY ARE TO SURVIVE INTO THE FUTURE

The largest flowering plants on the planet—Eucalyptus regnans—are now restricted to small areas of 
remnant 500-year-old forests in Tasmania.

threatened by the increasing frequency and severity of bushfires

To ensure the last giant trees can survive into the future, urgent cooperative action is required
from both the Tasmanian Government and Federal Government Department of Environment, 

community groups with a stake in natural resource management, and the Tasmanian Aboriginal 
Community.

ABOUT EUCALYPTUS REGNANS

Eucalyptus regnans are restricted to fertile, cool, wet areas of Victoria and Tasmania. These majestic 
and ancient trees can attain heights of 100m and girths of 25m wide.

While giant, 500-year-old trees were once common on both sides of Bass Strait, today less than 1%
of Victoria’s Eucalyptus regnans have even reached 300 years of age and consequently, there are 

no truly giant trees left in Victoria. Only Tasmania can claim that title.

Recent research in the Australian Journal of Botany documented that the very largest Tasmanian 
trees were at least 450-500 years old. Despite centuries of resilience, surviving countless storms 

and droughts, these trees face a rapidly changing climate and increased risks from fires.

THE THREAT OF FIRE AND CLIMATE CHANGE

Due to their age, giant Eucalyptus regnans trees have many hollows, especially in the base.  
While these do provide great habitat for wildlife, they also allow multiple entry points for bushfires.

In 2019, bushfires in Southern Tasmania destroyed 15 of the largest 25 trees in Australia. 
At the time, there was no attempt by land managers to save any of these individual trees. 

In retrospect, much could have been done.

THE LAST TASMANIAN GIANT TREES DESERVE A MORE 
COORDINATED RESPONSE IF WEWANT THEM TO PERSIST 

INTO THE FUTURE.

Despite their global-significance and importance for Tasmanians, the last giant trees are 
critically 

https://connectsci.au/bt/article/73/1/BT23088/26592/Tasmania-s-giant-eucalypts-discovery-documentation
https://victoriasgianttrees.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/7/5/15757812/bigfoot-burn-1_orig.jpg
https://victoriasgianttrees.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/7/5/15757812/bigfoot-burn-1_orig.jpg
https://tasmaniasgianttrees.weebly.com/uploads/1/5/7/5/15757812/fallen-giant-globulus_orig.jpg


There are two government agencies that manage the land on which the last Tasmanian giant 
trees reside: TPWS and STT. In many instances, access to giant trees on TPWS land requires 

using forestry STT roads and vice-versa.

Without an urgent, coordinated approach across government agencies, Tasmania’s last giant 
trees have little chance of surviving in our increasingly fire-prone environment. A coordinated 

plan should include:

• Specific fire protection plans for a select number of the largest and tallest trees

• Resourcing organisations to carry out these protective measures when fires threaten,
including by clearing debris, setting up sprinkler systems, and water bombing

• Investing in suitable materials such as specialised wrapping foil to protect tree hollows
fromember attacks

• A cross-agency conservation plan involving TPWS, STT and fire agencies to ensure
giant treesare valued and protected regardless of whose land they happen to be on.

With each summer, we face the potential extinction of Tasmania’s last giant trees.

We urge the Tasmanian Government to bring together all relevant stakeholders  
and create a planto ensure that these extraordinary remaining giant trees can be treasured 

and enjoyed by generations of Tasmanians.

Prof. David Bowman: Australian Research Council Laureate Fellow 
and the Director of the transdisciplinary Fire Centre at UTAS

Dr. Lynda Prior: Fire Centre at UTAS

Brett Mifsud: Author and forest researcher

Kirsha Kaechele: Artist, Curator - Mona

Sign below 

or use this link:
https://forms.gle/aSZmaT1xg8mBfpYg6

https://forms.gle/aSZmaT1xg8mBfpYg6



